
unit_head

head1
outline nested

outline_centered

head1
body_no_indent

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
!10"15 MINUTES#

PAGE 124

TEACH THE STORY
!25"30 MINUTES#

PAGE 126

APPLY THE STORY
!25"30 MINUTES#

PAGE 132

Unit 35 • Session 4

\ÿêĝǇſƁǇƥǇRÙėėêąÿǇƀ

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 John 2–3

STORY POINT:  
Children of God love one another with 

their actions.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will 

see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

�èêøÕēÙÿǇąãǇ"ąÕ
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The apostle John had been one of Jesus’ closest friends. Along with Peter 
and James, John was part of the innermost core of Jesus’ disciples. John 
even referred to himself in his Gospel as “the one whom Jesus loved.” John 
left Jerusalem and went to Ephesus around A.D. 70. He stayed there as a 
church leader until nearly A.D. 100.

It is not surprising that 50 years after Jesus returned to heaven, John wrote 
a letter to help believers understand who Jesus is: the Son of God. At 
the center of John’s message was one key theme: love. Obeying God’s 
command to love one another is a mark of believers, whom John describes 
as brothers and sisters—children of God.

John wrote that God is love, and if believers truly love God—if they truly 
are His children—they will love one another. Our love, which we draw 
from the power of the Spirit, should be so deep that we are willing to 
lay down our lives for one another just as Jesus did for us. It is this deep, 
genuine love that will cause the world to understand the reality of the 
gospel.

Love is misunderstood and distorted in our culture today, and the kids you 
teach have been impacted by this in some way. Many of your kids may 
see love as just a feeling, as something temporary, or as something that has 
to be earned. This session provides you with the perfect opportunity to 
expose the world’s myths about love and remind kids of the truth about 
God’s love.

Also help kids begin to grasp the idea that followers of Jesus are children 
of God. This is an identity shared by all believers. As Christians, we can 
know that Jesus loves us by what He did for us: dying to save us from 
our sins. We, in turn, can show our love for Jesus by what we do to serve 
others.
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Children of God
1 John 2–3

Jesus’ disciple John wrote a letter to Christians. “Little children,” 
he wrote—because all Christians are children of God—“I am writing 
to you so you will not sin. But if you do sin, Jesus speaks to the 

Father for us. Jesus died to take the punishment for our 
sins.”

John said that when we are part of 
God’s family and truly know God, 

we keep God’s commands. Being 
a child of God is like living in 

light instead of in darkness. 
John wrote, “If someone says 
he is in the light but hates his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
darkness. If someone loves his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
light.”

John also wrote, “See how 
much the Father loves us! He 

calls us His own children—
and that is what we are! We are 

children of God.”
John said that people who are 

God’s children live differently than 
people who are not God’s children. 

Believers do what is right, and they love one 
another. This was not a new message. Jesus told 

us to love one another too. John wrote that others will know we are 
Christians because we show love to one another.

We know what love is because Jesus showed us. He laid down 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Call for active 
listening: Challenge 
kids to count the 
number of times 
they hear the word 
children in the story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use a slightly 
different voice 
when telling parts in 
quotation marks to 
help kids recognize 
John’s writing.

WèÙǇ(4�ǇRĝąēĳ
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Children of God
1 John 2–3

Jesus’ disciple John wrote a letter to Christians. “Little children,” 
he wrote—because all Christians are children of God—“I am writing 
to you so you will not sin. But if you do sin, Jesus speaks to the 

Father for us. Jesus died to take the punishment for our 
sins.”

John said that when we are part of 
God’s family and truly know God, 

we keep God’s commands. Being 
a child of God is like living in 

light instead of in darkness. 
John wrote, “If someone says 
he is in the light but hates his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
darkness. If someone loves his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
light.”

John also wrote, “See how 
much the Father loves us! He 

calls us His own children—
and that is what we are! We are 

children of God.”
John said that people who are 

God’s children live differently than 
people who are not God’s children. 

Believers do what is right, and they love one 
another. This was not a new message. Jesus told 

us to love one another too. John wrote that others will know we are 
Christians because we show love to one another.

We know what love is because Jesus showed us. He laid down 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Call for active 
listening: Challenge 
kids to count the 
number of times 
they hear the word 
children in the story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use a slightly 
different voice 
when telling parts in 
quotation marks to 
help kids recognize 
John’s writing.

His life for us. Because of Jesus’ power, we can—and 
should—love like that too. When we have something that 
our brother needs, we should give it to him. If someone has 
enough to help but turns away and does nothing, does that 
person really know God’s love?

John said that we must not just talk about loving 
others. We must love them by our actions and by telling 
them the truth. “Little children,” he said, “let us not just 
say that we love others. Let’s show our love by what we 
do.”

Christ Connection: John wrote a letter to teach believers 
in the church—the children of God—about the importance 
of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words; it is an 
action. Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross 
to rescue people from sin.

123Finishing Strong

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   123005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   123 12/1/20   9:56 AM12/1/20   9:56 AM



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
option_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in
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with type tool and paste 
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(;WNA�\��ǇĝèÙǇRĝąēĳ
SESSION TITLE: Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3
STORY POINT: Children of God love one another with their actions.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss several ways 
that we show love to other people.
SAY • John was one of Jesus’ disciples and closest friends. 

He had seen how Jesus loved others by serving 
them. John wrote a letter to believers to help them 
understand how to love and serve others the same 
way Jesus loved and served others. John said that 
we must love others through our words and actions. 
Can you think of times when others have shown love 
to you? Did they love you through their words or 
actions?

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to complete the “I Spy Love” activity page. Kids 
will find and circle the symbols of love.
SAY • Love is very important in our lives. We use lots of 

different symbols to represent love. Why do you 
think a cross represents love so well? Today we will 
talk about God’s love for us.

• “I Spy Love” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Baby animals
Invite the group to gather in the center of the room. You 
will say a variety of animals, and after each one, the kids 
must work together to say the word used to signify a baby 
of the same kind. For example, if you say cow, kids must 
respond calf.  
SAY • We often use different words to designate an animal 

that isn’t fully grown from an animal that is. With 
people, we use words like baby, kid, or child, 
depending on how old you are. Today we will learn 
about why Christians are called children of God. 
What do you think that means?

OPTION 2: Mixed-up emotions
Make two matching sets of emotions cards by writing 
different emotions on index cards. If your kids are not yet 
strong readers, draw faces that depict the emotions. Mix up 
both sets. Kids will take turns drawing a card from each set. 
Kids will say they feel what is on the first card says while 
behaving in a way that matches the second card.
SAY • It would be difficult to believe you really were happy 

if you were stomping around mad. Why is that? Our 
actions are just as important as our words in showing 
others how we really feel. Our Bible story today is all 
about making sure our words match our actions to 
love to one another. Let’s learn more about that.

Transition to teach the story

• index cards
• marker
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
[Leader walks onto the stage with a book in his hand as if he 
just found it on the bookshelf in the library.]
LEADER • Great news: I just found the last book I need for 

my study session this morning. I only have two more 
tests and I am finished for the whole year! And more 
great news: I was able to make peace with my friend, 
Micah! He’s like a brother to me, and I didn’t like 
when he was feeling upset with me. But we’re both 
good now. You want to know how I know he is my 
best friend? He came by the library this morning and 
shared his flashcards with me for the next test. That 
was so kind! Sometimes it’s someone’s actions that 
show love even more than their words.

!e Bible has a lot to say about love. John wrote 
about how believers are supposed to show each other 
love through their actions. Jesus showed us love 
through His actions when He died on the cross for 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

W���&ǇĝèÙǇRĝąēĳ
SESSION TITLE: Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3
STORY POINT: Children of God love one another with their actions.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.
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our sin. If Jesus can love through His actions, we can 
love others through our actions, too! 

Big picture question (1 minute)
LEADER • The New Testament is filled with commands 

to love our neighbors. Jesus taught that we should 
even love our enemies, but that kind of love can be 
difficult. It helps to focus on our future hope: eternal 
life with Christ. What will happen for all Christian 
in the future? One day all Christians will see Jesus 
in His glory and live with Him forever.

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Paul was able to encourage believers to stand 

strong in their faith because he did that every day 
in his own life. Paul was willing to do hard things 
to share the gospel. Paul met with people again 
and again to share the gospel. Paul trusted God to 
rescue him even in the middle of a shipwreck. He 
trusted God to keep His promise to rescue him from 
the storm. Last week, Paul encouraged Philemon 
to treat Onesimus as a brother in Christ. In today’s 
Bible story, John encourages believers to show love 
to one another with more than just our words. Our 
story is called “Children of God.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to 1 John 2–3. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Children of God.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Children of God” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • John wrote the book of 1 John as a letter to 
believers. John was an apostle of Jesus and one of 
Jesus’ closest friends. John knew first-hand how 
much Jesus loved His followers. Fifty years after Jesus 
ascended into heaven, John wrote this letter to help 
believers know how much Jesus loved them. Jesus 
loved us so much that He gave His life for us. Jesus 
took our punishment for sins by dying on the cross 
in our place. When we confess our sins and believe 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection, we become children 
of God. 

As children of God, we all have a command to 
obey: to love one another. This is how people in 
the world know that we are followers of Jesus. John 
urged believers to love one another the same way 
Jesus loved us. Jesus didn’t just say He loved us, He 
demonstrated His love with His actions. Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we can love each other 
well. We should love one another so much that we’re 
willing to help with any need, even lay down our 
own lives for someone else. Are you willing to do 
that? This is the kind of genuine love we should show 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. We can love and 
serve others because of how Jesus loved us first. 

Love is more than a feeling. Love isn’t something 
we have to earn from someone else. Love is a choice 
to put another person’s needs in front of your own. 
Love is choosing to stand by someone even when 
they mess up. Jesus showed us the perfect example of 
love. He gave His life so we might live. That’s how 
we are to love one another. That’s how the world will 
know that we belong to Jesus. 
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We don’t love others to earn Jesus’ love. We love 
and serve others as a way to show our love for Jesus 
and our thankfulness for what He did for us.

Christ connection
LEADER • John wrote a letter to teach believers in the 

church—the children of God—about the importance 
of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words; 
it is an action. Jesus showed God’s love for us when 
He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 35, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about what it means that God is our 
Father. Guide them to discuss what would be different if 
God were our only our King and not also our Father. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 
LEADER • Send Relief is a ministry that helps 

people around the world during times of disaster. 
Christians sent money to Puerto Rico after 
Hurricane Maria. It’s a great way for Christians to 
show Jesus’ love to people.

Show the “Send Relief Photos.” Ask volunteers to read the 
captions aloud. 

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 1:6. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • This key passage tells us that God will absolutely 

keep us as His children until the day Jesus returns. 
When God calls us to salvation and we respond, we 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 35, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Send Relief Photos” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am Sure of This 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song
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become children of God. God begins a good work 
in our hearts. God promises to complete that good 
work when we reach heaven.  

Sing (4 minutes)
LEADER • It’s only because of Jesus’ love for us that we can 

love one another. Let’s sing to Jesus as a way to thank 
Him for His death and resurrection!

Sing together “All Hail The Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for adopting us as Your children. 

Help us to love one another the way Jesus loved us. 
Help our love to be more than just feelings or words. 
Help us to show people our love through our actions. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Hail the Power” 
song
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Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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�KK4mǇĝèÙǇRĝąēĳ
SESSION TITLE: Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3
STORY POINT: Children of God love one another with their actions.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Before the session, use white crayon to write each word 
of the key passage on a separate sheet of white paper. For 
larger groups, make multiple sets so each kid has at least one 
word. Help the kids use washable watercolor paints to cover 
the sheets and cause the words to appear where the paint 
won’t absorb into the paper. Ten work together to arrange 
the sheets in order.
SAY • It takes time for God to complete the good work He 

started in our hearts. But He is faithful and will make 
us like Jesus. Each day the Holy Spirit transforms 
us a little bit. Once we respond to God’s gift of 
salvation, we become children of God. He will keep 
us and work on our hearts until we reach heaven.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 1 John 3. 
Ask the kids if they know how many books in the Bible 
John wrote. (five—the Gospel of John; 1, 2, 3 John; and 
Revelation) Challenge the kids to count how many times the 
word love is used in 1 John 3. (Answer may vary depending 
on translation; nine in CSB.)

• Key Passage Poster
• white paper
•  white crayon
• watercolor paint
• cups of water
• paintbrushes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What do we become when we believe in Jesus? 

(children of God, 1 John 3:1-2)
2. What command did John give to children of God? 

(to love one another, 1 John 3:11)
3. How do we love one another? (in deed and in truth, 

1 John 3:18)
4. What does godly love look like? Guide kids to look 

at Jesus as the perfect example of love. Jesus served 
His disciples, taught them, and laid down His life for 
sinners. We can love one another by serving one another, 
helping one another study the Bible, and protecting one 
another from harm.

5. How can we love one another well? Help the kids 
understand that, on our own, we do not have the power 
to love in Godly ways. Remind the kids that the Holy 
Spirit lives in believers to give us the power to love God 
and love one another.

6. When is it hard to show godly love to others? Guide 
kids to think through situations they have faced in 
which they didn’t want to show love to someone. Help 
them understand that we must love even those who treat 
us badly. Be sure to remind kids that loving someone 
doesn’t mean letting them hurt you. If any kids disclose 
abuse or neglect, report it to law enforcement and your 
ministry leaders according to the laws where you live.

SAY • Children of God love one another with their 
actions. Love is more than just how we feel about 
others. Love is an action to show others that we are 
children of God. It is by our love for others that the 
world will know we follow Jesus. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Rice race
Put an equal amount of rice in two large bowls. Set 

the bowls at one side of the room. Put two small bags on a 
table at the other side of the room.

Form two groups and explain that teams will race 
to move the rice from the bowl to the bag. Explain that 
volunteers serving in disaster relief often make bags of food 
to distribute to people in need. Give each kid a small cup 
and direct them to make two lines.

Instruct each team to form a line and complete a relay: 
Players will start at the bowl and take turns filling a cup 
with rice, carrying it to the bag, emptying the rice, and then 
returning to the back of the line. The first team to transfer 
all their rice into the bag wins.
SAY • This was a fun activity, but missionaries and 

volunteers sometimes work long, hard days to 
minister to others, especially in times of disaster 
relief. Filling bags of rice outside in the sun all day 
long is hard work! We should always be ready to 
show Jesus’ love to others.

OPTION 2: Love one another
Provide kids with construction paper, scissors, and markers. 
Invite the kids to create coupons to give to their family 
members or friends. On each coupon, kids will write or 
draw a picture showing what they will do to show their love 
to the person they give the coupon to, such as completing a 
chore, giving a hug, or loaning a toy. Encourage the kids to 
be creative and help them plan a time to give the coupons 
to their loved ones this week.
SAY • Children of God love one another with their 

• paper bags or ziplock 
plastic bags, 2 

• large bowls, 2
• large bag of rice
• small cups

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• construction paper
• scissors
• markers
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actions. There are so many ways we can show love 
to our family and friends. We show love to others 
because Jesus showed love to us. Jesus died on the 
cross to rescue us from sin. His love was more than 
just His feelings and words—it was an action. As 
children of God, we can show love to others through 
our words and our actions. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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