
Where’s the Bible chapter on manhood? 

 The Bible is a book of discovery. You discover it, it discovers you. You study it, it studies you.             - Hebrews 4:12-13 

 James Brown sang: This Is A Man’s World...what’s changed...or what’s changing? 

 Women are leading in education, in health, in employment while suicide and opioid addiction are increasing in men.  
 Addiction to online pornography, video games, and new forms of technology are increasing as men age.  

 The ‘age of adolescence’ which was once 15-17 has now doubled to age 30. But can anyone give a definition to manhood? 

 Judges 21:25 - There was no king, no leadership...and it lead to everyone walking their own path instead of walking God’s 
path. Today, manhood is misunderstood, misinterpreted, and marketed as a negative. Male and female are glorious & good. 

 Disappointed with life...life didn’t deliver // Pain under the surface...and it looks like no one else is in pain. Wounds from 
their own dad, their own dreams, their own failures // Loneliness...especially with technology at our fingertips 

 When we feel pain, hurt, or shame and we associate it with our role in the family or in our relationships, we sometimes   
unknowingly pass that pain on. What our mothers and fathers didn’t do for us, we might not know to do for our kids. 
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Lives that were once work, farm, and home related have become increasingly sedentary...technology centered. Men and boys 

once worked side by side to secure and provide for the home. And now men are closer to work and further from home and    

relations. Men come home tired, exhausted, and their families receive the leftovers. 

 Maybe you’ve heard the phrase: hurt people hurt other people. When we are wounded or confused, we can’t lead well. 

 Young men who grow up without a dad in the home lead the stats in murder, rape, abuse, drunk driving…TIME COVER 

 The central problem of every society is to define appropriate roles for its men.  – Anthropologist Margaret Mead 
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Psychologist Rollo May wrote this years ago: The clearest picture of an empty life is the suburban man who gets up at the same weekday 
hour every morning, takes the same train to the office every morning, performs the same tasks everyday, eats the same lunch at the 
same counter, gives the same tip, day after day. Comes home on the train every night. Spends a two week vacation at the shore with his 
family that he doesn’t enjoy. He does this year after year until he retires at 65, and then dies soon after from heart failure, possibly 
brought on from repressed anger. Though I think it’s likely he died from boredom. 

 1 Corinthians 13:11 - What are the things you put away? What are the things you adopted? How did you do it? 

 Take a moment on your page and write down 2-3 men in scripture - and write down a few manly traits they displayed. 

 2 Peter 1:3 - God has given us what we need. We just need to examine it and ask the question: What is God’s design for 

men? What is his expectation of me? 

 Our time together will be grounded in scripture 

After WWII there was a great industrial boom, suburban sprawl, the move towards cities from rural living, the death of small 

town America, the death of mom and pop shops. All of this repeated during the Covid pandemic. Consumerism and modernity 

have failed us - they never could save us. Tom Brokaw - The Greatest Generation 

9 

13 

10 

14 

15/16 

17 
The Bible is profound in its elevation of women’s rights. The right to vote and equal pay - these are good and right. The musical 

Annie Get Your Gun song - Anything You Can Do, I Can Do Better! The issue with feminism is to say: a woman can do anything a 

man can do, therefore, men aren’t necessary. It takes men to raise a man. It takes men and women for community & maturity. 
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- We will use the curriculum notes, but we are going to be in the Bible too. We will take a look at examples of men in the Bible - 

their strengths and weaknesses. And we will learn from the best of men, Jesus. 

- There are going to be some key words and concepts. Language is part of culture - if we want a culture of proper masculinity, 

we need to know the concepts and have a common language. We want to pass this on to our sons and daughters. 

- As I said as the beginning - when we study the Bible, God studies us. You are going to find yourself in the men of scripture. Are 

you bold like Peter? Do you hide like Adam? Do you open your window to pray like Daniel? Beyond the Bible, what have the 

men in your life given you? Some strengths, some scars - we want to build on those strengths and address the hurts. 

- We want this to be a time we share together - nothing in this content is so important that we can’t put it on pause to talk 

about what is happening among us. We are also going to build in time each night for small group prayer and encouragement.  

- We want to put into practice the ideas that we see in scripture. We don’t want to look at scripture and then forget what we 

look like. And we also want a level of accountability. Proverbs 27:17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 


